Writing History Interview

Writer:______________________________      Interviewer:___________________________
Today’s assignment should accomplish many goals as we begin getting to know one another and working with our writing.  It should:   

1) allow each of you to get to know another person in class

2) give you an opportunity to talk about and reflect on your own writing

3) prepare you to write an essay about your writing history

Studies have shown that talking about, studying, and reflecting on our own writing is one important way toward improvement.

Conduct a frank, yet casual discussion with one other classmate.  Be sure to allow each person to carefully address each of the questions posed.  Take neat and complete notes on your partner’s responses to the questions below. Each person’s interview should take about 20 minutes. At the end of the class period today, return the completed questionnaire to your partner.

1. Tell me about your earliest memory of writing. Who taught you to write? How did you learn to write?

2. Who has had the most impact on your writing and why? What advice/lessons have they provided that were (are) helpful?

3. Tell me about a negative writing experience. Who and what was involved in the experience? How has this experience influenced your writing? 

4. Now tell me about a positive writing experience. Who and what was involved in the experience? How did this experience impact your writing?

5. What piece (s) of writing are you most proud of? Why?

6. Tell me about the kinds of writing you enjoy most.  What about these kinds of writing make them enjoyable?  

7. What kind of feedback from others (peers or instructors) is most helpful? What kind of feedback is not particularly helpful? Why?

8. What else would you like to share about your writing history?
